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Don Henley
The beginning of
worldliness

L
by Michael Gallucci

he End of the Innocence is more than an

idealists efforts to sum up the '80s over the

course of an album. I is also creator Don
Henley's coming of age as a politically aware
songwriter and a sclf-realization of his role as
an artist. And his doctrines aren't just left to
vinyl, Henley's performance in Cleveland on
May 26 was loaded like a political shotgun with
his convictions.

Henley used the gaps in his 14-song set
1 voice his political beliefs, which boil down

hi

nor is he much of an entertainer. His presence
is about what you'd expect.

Henley opened with “Driving With Your
Eyes Closed” and moved through highlights
“The End of the Innocence” (which he
dedicated to Reagan), “Boys of Summer” and
a nice acoustic version of “The Heart of the
Matter.”

Henley got behind the drums — replacing
Tan Wallace — for a couple of songs from
his Eagles days, “Hotel California” (which
begins the decadence trilogy that continues
with “Boys of Summer” and “The End of
the Innocence™) and “Life in the Fast Lane.”

But Henley was at his most vicious on “I
Will Not Go Quietly,” when the band rocked
atitsleast structured. The show was a standard
rock "n’ roll performance with the high-sonic
clarity of albums faithfully reproduced on
stage. And Henley's five-cigarettes-three-
shots-of-whiskey-too-many voice was strong
throughout; his tone and resonance were sharp
and crisp to the point of puncture.

. Henley did create moods for his songs. The
medley of “Sunset Grill" and

to anti-Reagan and ng associated
with his administration, (Henley's best song,
“The End of the Innocence,” is an ode to
the Reagan era.) It was a noble effort on
his part, but the songs say the same thing
only better.

Henley and his six-piece band (plus three
backup singers) covered most of his best
known tunes, as well as a few Eagles chestnuts.
Henley had a guitar strapped around him quite
abit, although he only strummed a few chords
here and there. After all, he’s a drummer by
profession.

Henley isn't a towering figure on stage
(despite the U2 Bono-as-Christ image he tries
1o convey; Dono-as-Christ just doesn’t work),

“New York Minute” was typical of his
thematic approach. Maybe a little light, but
it kept the pace steady.

Near the end of the show Henley took some
time out to push environmental issues, in
particular the issue of Walden Woods, which
may be leveled and replaced by condos.
(Dona has formed a non-profit group to stop
this.)

Henley was at his most honest and
convincing during those five minutes. It's not
easy being Dono these days. C

Don Henley and the Innocence Mission

perform at 8 p.m. June 29 at the Florida Suncoast
Dome in St. Petersburg.
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