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Henley pulls ‘In

New album finds him still cranky after all these years - but quite

lot bas bappened to Doa Healey
n the

<
a
z

Henley turn all warm and fuzzy toward the
world?
Not quite
Consider his thoughts on:
= Political leadership — “This world is
.

run by fools
. onment — “Eve
tem on this planet is in a state of de
TV talk shows — I used to think Jenny

sopes und Jerry Springer were as ow as i
Now it's clear the barrel has no bot-

 The Internet — It only serves (o divide
s, I¢8 ot good for art o culture”

rate miss me
goresnaron that bes e ha omof ok
ing the other way (o a fine art.”

1 Society overall —«Nothing is sacred
and everythiny

i conversasion, Henley often comes off
more like a preacher than a pop star. Not
that he cares.

“I'm simply passing along the facts,” he
says. “If that makes me self-righteous, so be
o

Besides, Henley believes the joy he has
found in his home life more than counter-
balances the contempt he feels for the
world. Henley's new tongs alternate be-
tween withering pronouncements on the
species and appreciaive odes o his loved

"It yin and yang," he explains. “My fam
ily is my source of joy in a completely illogi-

FILLS IN MISSING LINK
Finding that joy occupled Henley for &
key part of the dec: ince his last al-
' e,  refers to
the psychoiogical work Henley fet he had
emotional life around.
thing missing that
my career couldn't fill,” he explains. *[
gone through the long and arduous dating
game in Hollywood. And I realized at some
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point it was true what my old grandfather in
“Texas used to say: ‘Boy, you're fishing in the
wrong pond.’ So I did a littie self-examina-
tion o try to change how I was liviny

He met his wife, Sharon, 10 years ago,
but didn't committo matriage until 1995
One song on the album, “For My Wedding,
celebrates the stat of marriage in an 1A

ual way:

For my wedding

Idon't want violi

Or sentimental songs about thick

thin

e
amoment of pray
e love wa'l e to make i
Inthe world out there.

'm hoping this will replace The Carpen-
ters’ ‘We've Only Just Begun' as the wed-
ding song o cholcs- Henley laughs.

[ rry John Mc-

other lyric on the LP, and much of the mu-
sic,he admits he's hardly the prolific type

ish | had produced more in the 803
and 5051 feol ke ' wasted some ime in

my lfe. But, o the other hand, I'm glad |
didn't produice (0o much. I'm suspicious of

side Job’

e family man gy Jim

ple who write a whole lot of songs
someone says, ‘l wrote 10 songs in

ast woeke | have to ol my eyes

PY TO ESCAPE LIMELIGHT

enley pulled back on his work in the last

de for other reasons.

Just got ired of being in the limelight
i of my own voice,” he s

e cther people Inmy industry would ol

Baley st moro fase through his legal
gings with Geffen Records. The artist

k

100 company's gl Dowia Gelfon,

know all I need to kriow about Mr. Gef-

“he says firmly.

he star spent another chunk of the '90s

is Walden Woods project, which he calls
the most rewarding experiences of

fe. I s given e a nw appreciation

any thi

s appreciation for nature — and his

ury seem:
he better of Henley in most of his polit-
songs. It doesn't take much to get him
g on the dangers of the World Trade Or-

zation, the threat of global warming, or

FARBER

what he calls “the idealizaton of the indi-
vidual inity."
some way, Henley seems always to be

preaching. °I guess it’s my Southern Baptist
upbringing rearing it ugly head.” he says
witha

11 anather tory with his kid
song about the DIt af his et chira,
“Annabelle,” offers a rare idealized love
song fromthis normally dry-eyed writr

ing in an age that froy
semlmcm Cof aby ot e explaing. | hap.
0 believe a |.mc sentiment here and

(herc is not a bad thiny

In fact, Henley now lccls bliged to write
s0ngs to his two other

B eruse the wares of Tommy Smoth
ers will always be ringing in my ears: ‘Dad
always liked you

/el (Blk hisyieckios to have kids

es he's ultimately an

No wonder he
bum with his most appreciative song, "My,
Thanksgiving.”
“Thatsong really sums up the way | fcl.”
Henley expains. “When al s said and done,
T'wouldn' change a thing

LOOKING INWARD Introspection is one theme of Don Henley's new LB



